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I.—Forvien Po.itics. 


The Basumati “Calcutta ] of the 8th February writes as follows:— _ 
‘Though we are a subject pie we wish to 
Tho Native Press critinsing the he the subjects of a victorious and invincible Power. 
cent abediilca intent We wish that the ruler under whom we live shull 
be the suzerain and protector of the whole world. And because we wish this— 
and ours is a perfectly natural wish—we have been pained and filled with 
anxiety by the news of British reverses in the Boer war. 

Many of our contemporaries have been writing in various ways and 
fashions about the blunders of the British Generals. Seated at ease in our 
three-storeyed houses in Calcutta, we, Bengalis, have been saying what the British 
Generals ought to have done and what they ought not to have dune, discours- 
ing upon the causes that have hitherto prevented the English from gaining 
victories, insisting upon the necessity of removing those causes, talking of the 
bad English rifles and of the English guns of antiquated make, of the superior- 
ity of Boer toEnglish guns, of the necessity of the English providing themselves 
with better guns and mounted soldiers, and of a good many other things of the 
same nature. What impertinence this on our part! We do not understand 
anything about war, have not for several generations seen a war, and possess 
not knowledge enough to be able to criticise a war. Itis not for us to say 
what ought and what ought not to have been done in this war. 

Our writings about the war may do harm. They may have their etfect on 
the masses, and fill their heads with wrong ideas. For the last four months we 
have been filling our columns with war news and war topics. ‘l'hese are being 
read by the masses, and have produced in them a hankering for war news. To 
such a pitch has this hankering risen that they no longer possess the power of 
discriminating between right and wrong, between what should be done and 
what should not. If they continually hear from us of British reverses and of 


the mistakes and blunders of the British Generals, they may, sooner or later, lose’ 


all confidence in British skill in war. But for the Indian masses to form a low 


opinion of the military capacity of the English will be good neither for our- » 


selves nor for our rulers. The present reverses have naturally ruffled and 
somewhat puzzled our English rulers. T’o hear adverse criticism from their 
subjects on a dark day like this may not be agreeable to their susceptibilities, and 
the yood feeling between the rulers and the ruled may thus be destroyed. 
We shall have to atone dearly for our fault if, knowingly or unknowingly, 
we help to bring about such an alienation. 

It is not for us to agitate in our own minds the causes that are leading to 
British defeat or Boer victory, or to excite similar thoughts in the minds of 
others. What was destined to happen has happened, and what must happen will 
yet happen. It is not forusto scrutinise these things, for we do not understand 
them. We ought to be content with conveying news—good or bad. And, last 
of all, we ought to pray to God with our whole heart for victory to British arms. 
ig the Almighty, who has made the English rulers of India and enabled us 
: rh happily and in peace under British rule, shower His blessings on the 

nglish, 

2. The Hitavadi Carontig) of the 9th February has the following :— 

The news from the seat of war supplied by the 


ae War Office is too meagre and misleading to satisfy 
public curiosity. The War Office method of publishing war news is tiring out 


England in the Transvaal War. 


the patience of even the Englishman and the Piuneer. The War Office never 


openly confesses a defeat. First comes the news of an English victory ; then 
this news is declared to be a rumour; and it is at last given out that, accordin 

to a Boer despatch, the rumoured victory was really a defeat. We fail to 
understand what the War Office is likely to gain by publishing news in this 
roundabout way. Policy may justify this roundabout method, but it is 
tiresome to the public. We do not request the War Office to publish all news 
simply with the object of gratifying the idle curiosity of the public, What 
we say 18 this: do not at all publish news which you do not wish to publish. 


Publish straightforwardly such news as you cannot conceal. 


life, ‘an the Engl of England does not record such defeats, such heavy loss of 


ish army have had to suffer in the Transvaal War. The British 
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army had become indolent and fond of ease and luxury. Not being inured to 
hardship, they feel great inconvenience at every step. The least suffering, the 
least hardship, torments them and makes them lose their temper. The great 
indulgence with which European soldiers are treated nowada 8 cannot but 
make them luxurious and thoroughly unfit for hard work. It 1s the authorities 
who have taught them and trained them up in such indolent habits, and they 
are now bound to praise their bravery and heroism. To retreat in good and 
excellent order is now considered to be a mark of unparallelled heroism. 

Our reverses are due to our undue confidence in our own strength and 
prowess. We have always looked down upon other nations, and never con- 
sidered any of them to be a match for us in strength, or prowess, or armaments, 
This pride, this vanity, has made our suoldiers idle and indolent. We have 
committed blunder after blunder in this war. Proud of our own strength, we 
did not take stock of the fighting resources of the enemy. ‘This was the initial 
mistake. We did not also acquaint ourselves with the topography of the 
country before entering upon the war. We have consequently marched boldly, 


but hastily and blindly, into the enemy’s trap, not once or twice, but often and 


again. It is these mistakes which have placed the British army in such peril, 
and, taking advantage of these mistakes, the enemy have defeated us again and 
again and captured our officers and soldiers, Wedonot know how long will 
it take England to efface this stain upon the fair fame of her army. 

It seems to be a difficult affair, and by no means a near possibility to win 
the ground which has been lost, the pr.stige which has been tarnished. Many 
valuable lives will have to be sacrificed; millions of pounds will have to be 
spent before we can win. But such sacrifices will weaken us. There is | 
another way of maintaining our prestige, and that is to conclude a peace with 
the enemy and reform our army and increase our fighting resources. 

Our enemies are waiting for an opportunity. The reverses in the 
Transvaal War are sure to lower British prestige in the eye of the other European 
Powers. It is therefore not advisable to waste our strength and energy in this 
fruitless way. It is reces-ary to increase our strength and resources. It is true 
that it will lower British prestige'to conclude a peace with the enemy now; but 
it is certainly sound policy to submit toa little indignity in order to perma- 
nently increase our strength and resources. aie 

3, Al Punch [Bankipur] of the %th February says that the number 

aoe of cusualties on the side of the English in tho 
om Spe oe See wee. Transvaal War must be larger than what has been 
published in the telegrams. General Buller has lost much more heavily than 
all the other Generals, There lies only one means of recouping the loss suffered 
by General Buller, and only one way of relieving Ladysmith. This is that 
General Buller should again cross the Tugelu and advance towards Ladysmith 
to help those who are reported to have been moving in the same direction. In 
fact, the English in South Africa are now in a critical position. They must 
have made tactical blunders. Change of tactics is therefore very much needed. 
English troops like other European troops are growing timid. They are nowa- 
days very skilful soldiers behind the engines of war, but take away the engines 
and they are undone. The invention of destructive war machines has effected 
a great change in the art of destroying man, But still greater destroyers are 
those whose destructive machines are backed by bold, skilful and courageous 
heroes, who are keen-eyed like the hawk, artful and agile like the leopard, and 
skilful in using rifles and bayonets in the place of shields and spears. If the 
English want victory in the war, they ought to bid farewell to luxury and show, 
the sooner the better, and to teach their soldiers how to dart upon their enemies 
with the agility of the leopard. Would the English had learned this art from 

the Boers! 
4, The Bangavass (Calcutta) of the 10th February has the following in an 
article headed, ‘‘How much longer shall we feel 

° this anxiety ?” :— 

We cannot remain in such anxiety any longer. 
We can no more be tormented by rumours. Give us gvod news, give us 
correct news, and remove our anxiety. News—ambiguous news—in driblets 
can het longer satisfy us. We do not know whether Englishmen will believe 
us, but it 1s a fact that with Ladysmith in their mind many Bengalis are 


. . The Bengali’s anxiety in th 
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passing sleepless nights, It is three months since’ our late Commander-in-Chief 
in indie. Sir George White, was besieged in Ladysmith with more than 
10,000 troops!—this very thought is tormenting, and sends a shiver through 
our body. General White used to be worshipped like a god in_ India. 
Hundreds and thousands of Sikhs and Gurkhas used to respectfully follow him 
wherever he went, and he looked like the moon iu the midst o the brilliant 
stars. The slightest movement of his finger, or an angry glance of his, eye, made 
the 30 crores of Indian people tremble in fear. He was at the head of all 
the Generals in India. But now this Sir George White, this great General, is 
passing his days in a fox burrow, Does not this thought draw tears from our 
eyes? The stock of food at Ladysmith is running short, and Sir George White, 
with his troops, is living on half rations. ‘The Boers have shelled and smashed 
Sir George’s quarters at Ladysmith and he has now to lie on the bare ground. 
Does this not excite our sympathy? Those British soldiers who used to refine 
even filtered water before drinking it have now to drink muddy and filthy 
water. Fresh meat has not reached the Ladysmith garrison for a long time, and 
they are now living entirely upon tinned meat. Dysentery and enteric fever 
have already broken out among them, and are killing hundreds of British 
soldiers. Wecan no longer bear this painful sight. We know Englishmen 
to be our masters, and their pleasure and pain are intertwined with those of 
ours. The suffering of the English, therefore, naturally pains and torments us. 
So great is our anxiety, so keenly do we feel for the English, that we, 
even we, wish to take up arms and go to South Africa to fight for them, 
Englishmen, do not laugh, do not ridicule us! We are small and insignificant, 
much more insignificant than the ant. But we feel strongly, and do not blame 
us for what we may say out of the abundance of our heart. 
Send 20,000 Sikhs and Gurkhas, well-trained and well-equipped, to 


South Africa. Do not despise them because they are black. Do not fear 


Russia. We are 30 crores, and we shall be fully able to defend India from a 
Russian invasion. Arm the Bengalis. When you will go out to fight Russia, 
the Bengalis will maintain peace in the country. They can no longer content 
themselves with chanting chandi in their temples and subscribing to the Transvaal 
War fund, Allow us to help you in every way. We are ready to lay down our 
lives for you. Give us arms, and let us die on the battlefield, fighting your 
enemy. Arm the Bengalis. Read history, and you will learn that they were once 
a warlike race. It is their habit of idleness and inactivity which has made 
them as worthless as dolls. Give them military education, and you will not 
have to fear anybody in the world. The Benyali Hindus will never prove 
ungrateful. The have read Manu and Mahabharat, and can never be disloyal 
and seditious. ‘Trust the Bengalis, and English supremacy and English 
prosperity will never suffer harm. : 

Our anxiety fur Ladysmith has led us to talk incoherently. But do not 
be offended, Ridicule us if you like, but do not blame us, 

0. The same paper writes as follows :— 


ee In South Africa, England is fighting not onl 
E : » NS hig g not only 
Bagland. oe Te ee Boers, but practically with a combination 


of the European Powers. If the Boers had been 
the only people to be fought, they would have been crushed by this time, and 


Pretoria. would have been burnt down. But the Boers are notalone, The 
are being materially helped by Germany, France, Russia, and Holland. 


Germany is giving them 
Gn eile ola gs tar guns and brave officers, and France is helping 


s of European officers are leading and commandin 
ra wid forces. Wonderful indeed igs British valour sam British ame 
the py praia i . the Mahubhara t, who fought seven brave warriors at one and 
Po “os Encl ngland is fighting with a powerful combination. Any other 

Wer in ngland’s position would have been crushed by this time. Bunt 
and calmly. If one thousand jackals attack 
or atime; but the lion is sure to come out 


England is still fighting stubborn] 


the lion, they can torment him 
victorious in the end. 


me The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 12th February says that, 
British a. “ase ot the according to the South African bert eta since 


the Boer war the Indians in the British colonies in 
. South Africa have been receiving kind treatment 
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at the hands of the English settlers there. The Colonial authorities used to 
take stringent measures in order to prevent the Indians from carrying on their 
trade in the colonies ; but the outburst of Indian loyalty and the courage and 
bravery with which they are taking care of the sick, wounded, and dead British 
soldiers on the battlefield have moved the hearts of the British colonists. 
They are, therefore, now openly repenting of their past cruelty torwards the 
Indian settlers. ; 


7. The same paper has the following :— 

General Buller made two efforts to relieve 
Ladysmith, but in vain. There is no knowing 
what loss he will have to incur in making another attempt. Some say that 
England will have to sacrifice 8,000 more men to relieve Ladysmith. The 
relief of Ladysmith has become indispensable for the sake of maintain- 
ing the prestige of England, It is not absolutely impossible to relieve 
Ladysmith, Although Buller has twice failed to do so, British troops are still 
full of fight and courage. He should try again and again till his efforts are 
crowned with success. There is nothing which the English cannot do. It is 
certainly possible for the English to relieve Ladysmith when they have stood 
up as often as they have beer thrown down. | 


The English are not fighting with the Boers alone, hut also with the 
Germans, the French, end the Dutch. These nations are supplying the Boers 
with military tacticians, arms, and ammunition. Many Europeans in the guise 
of Boers may be seen fighting cn the battlefields. ‘To tell the truth, England 
is fighting single-hauded with the Germans, the French, and the Boers. Bravo 
England, praised be your courage and perseverance! You are really a nation 
of heroes, and you deserve our esteem. You are being beaten; still you have 
not lost courage; still you are fighting with calmness and fortitude. It is 
doubtful whether the world ever before witnessed such a display of heroism. 
No otber nation could have carried on a war with activity 8 resources 80 
quickly increasing. Fortune is on the English side, and their power is 
unlimited. It is everyone’s firm belief that the English will ultimately be 
victorious. 


8. The Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 12th February has the folluw- 
Ing — 

The Boer political agent in Berlin has issued 
a notice, calling on al! natives of the Transvaal who are now in Germany to 
go to their native land to take part in the present war. The Boers are also 
collecting money to buy some warships. It appears that the Fnglish will 
continue the war till the Boers have exhausted all their resources, Although 
7 professes neutrality, the Germans are lending material help to the 

oere. 


. From the aspect which the Boer war has assumed, it may be conjectured 
that the conflagration will spread even to Asia. Russia may try to occupy 


Herat. Although the British are trying by every means to satisfy the Amir, 
he is not willing to offend Russia. 


9. A correspondent of the same paper says that the import of a large 


quantity of silver into Bushire is calculated to still 
further depreciate its value. ‘The current silver 
coin has now lost half the standard value, and there is no knowing how much 


will the value of the Persian coin fall if the above quantity of silver is allowed 
to be sold in Persia. | 


10. The same paper does not understand why the Russian papers say that 
it is the illness of the Amir which has made Russia 


send troops to Khushk, while it is known from & 
trustworthy source that the Amir is now in good 


England in the Boer war. 


The Boer war. 


The silver question in Persia. 


The Russian excuse for advan- 
cing towards Afghanistan. 


health. 


11, The same paper makes the following extract from the Et-tala news- 
paper in Persia :— | | 

: Nowadays the Musalmans have become idle 
and faithless. They have forgotten the teachings of Islam, and do not pay any 
heed to religious injunctions. They are wanting in moral coura ge, and are 


Persian degeneracy. 
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helpless victims of passion, s0 much so that they have allowed themselves to 
be surrounded by aliens. They are still idle. They say that it is God who bas 
made them idle, and therefore it is impossible for them to mend their condition. 
They have entirely forgotten the rules which taught them brotherly feeling 
among themselves and yehad against aliens. Strange to say, their misery and 
degradation do not wake them, nor do they take any lessons from the history 
of their ancestors or from the teachings of alms. All Musalman papers are 
lamenting the lot of the Musalmans, and hardly a week passes in which the sad 
story of the present Musalmans is not told. But all in vain. 


12. The same paper makes the following extract from the Nasars news- 
paper [Persia|;— 

The Amir has created a new regiment, which 
ig now trained and drilled in Kabul. His Highness, accompanied by some 
European engineers, is touring through the hilly tracts in his dominion, per- 
haps with the object of ascertaining whcther there are avy valuable mines in 
the country. Of late, His Highness issued a firman against the import of salt 
from India, 

13. The same paper makes another extract :— | 

The arrival of Turkish troops in Central Africa, 
and the acceptance of ‘Turkish suzerainty by the 
people of that country, has created a sensation in political circles in Europe, 

‘he Turkish Government is now very busy in improving the financial and 
commercial condition of the empire. 


14. The same paper is glad that the Shias and Sunnis have again begun 
to say nemaz in the same masjid. Inthe last Ia-wl- 
Reconciliation between Shias ft» the Turkish Consul in Bombay said his Jd 


nan Sone. prayer along with Shias in the Shia masjid. 


The movements of the Amir. 
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Turkish troops in Central Africa. 


15. The same paper disbelieves the rumour that the Shah is going to 
borrow two millions and a half from Russia. The 


The rumoured Persian loan from Shah is not in need of a loan from a foreign 


apaee nation; and at present he owes nothing to a 


foreigner. Reuter does not give correct information about Musalman affairs ; 
and even when its information is correct, it is not expressed in an intelligible 
manner. Ihe Anglo-Indian Press, believing Reuter, raised a hue and cr 

and induced the British Government to believe that Reuter had told the truth. 
One may want to know what benefit do these people derive by speaking such a 
barefaced lie. This lie will bring loss upon Persia. If the Persian Government 
is in pecuniary want, the Persian people are rich enough to advance any 
amount of money it requires. There is no necessity of borrowing from a 
foreign Power, and thereby entering into an obligation with it. Persia ought 
not to enter into a close connection with either Russia or England. If Persia 
wants a loan which cannot be raised in the country, she ought to take a loan 
from Fiance or Germany, and not from Russia or England, because Russia 
and England are rivals. | 


16. ‘The same paper in commenting upon the speech delivered by an 
English statesman on ‘‘the Russian move”: says 
that the Persians must try to understand that their 
neighbours have their plans cut and dried, and are sure to carry them out in 
the long run. European statesmen have, for the guidance of their posterity, 
formulated schemes as to how to carry out an object. The Russian Czars, for 
instance, have been following the scheines formulated by Peter the Great for the 
extension of the Russian Empire. To be brief, every European statesman has 
something for the guidance of his countrymen in future. According to some 
such scheme, the European Powers have proposed to divide the Turkish 
Empire among themselves, but this scheme has not yet been carried out. It is 


Persia and European politics. 


not known whether there is a similar scheme regarding Persia. But she ought 


to keep herself in readiness to meet any emergency. The Persians ought to 
know that neither Russia nor England will make war for Persia's sake. None 
of them will spend a farthing for the Persians. Persia’s safety lies in setting 
theso two rival Powers against each other and in trying in the meantime to set 
her house in order so that no one may do her harm, _ ‘3 
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1].— Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


17. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazsr Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
Stistei Aled Dakin, lols ob February has the following: — ? 

espestor e police, ‘J amalpur, Maulvi Atar Rahman, a graduate of noble 
Monghyr. descent, was appointed sub-inspector of police in 
1897, but he has been recently dismissed from the service. The cause of his 
dismissal will appear from the following :—In May last the Maulvi complained 
before the Magistrate of Monghyr that one Mr, McCullagh had trespassed into 
his zanana and cominitted assault on him. Mr. McCullagh also brought a 
countercharge of assault against the Maulvi. Both the cases were referred to 
the sadar police inspector for enquiry and report. Before the inspector could 
finish his enquiry, the District Superintendent of Police took the cases from his 
hand and began the enquiry himself. ‘The District Superintendent unneces- 
sarily abused the Maulvi and suspended him by a verbal order. The Maulvi 
etitioned the Lieutenant-Guovernor for permission to prosecute the District 
Superintendent. The result was that he was reinstated in his office. The case 
instituted by the Maulvi against Mr. McCullagh was dismissed by the Joint- 
Magistrate. The Joint-Magistrate could nut bear to see the Maulvi enter his 
court with shoes on, and therefore ordered him to put thein off. The Maulvi 
refused to do so, and was fined by the Joint-Magistrate for contempt of court. 
The sub-inspector then appealed to the High Court against this order of the 
Joint-Magistrute, and the fine was ordered to be refunded. He was also 
acquitted of the charge of assaulting Mr. McCullagh. We had thought that 
the Maulvi’s persecutions would end here. But alas! we were deceived: the 

Maulvi has since been dism‘ssed from the service, 
18. The Rangpur Dikprak.sh [Rangpur] of the 8th February has the 


Highway robbery in the Rang- following — : 
pur district. The road across the Trisota river through 
village Abalia to Rangpur is not very safe. There are gangs of badmashes in 
many places on the road, who often commit highway robbery on wayfarers. 
Sometime ago one Khyan of Champa Hat and an amila of village Dimla were 
robbed by them. We draw the attention of the police authorities to this 
matter. 

19. The Aitavads [Calcutta] of the 9th February learns from the Bengalee 

The police report on the Con. that a confidential report on the Congress has been 
gress. prepared by the Thagi aud Dacoity Department. 
In the press a page from this report has disappeared and the printing of the 
report has consequently been stopped. If it is creditable to the Government 
to have such secret enquiries made by the Thagi Department, the man who has 
stolen one page from the report must be given credit for cleverness. Like 
master, like servant. 

20. ‘The same paper complains of highway robbery on the road from the 

‘Highway robbery in the Man. Dhanbad railway station to the Jherria coal mines. 
bhum district. There have been four cases of highway robbery 
within a month. oo | | 

21. A correspondent writes as follows in the Viswadut [Calcutta] of the 
Crimo in Jaynagar in the 9th February :— 

24-Parganas district. A large sum of money, collected from a Gov- 

ernment thas mahal, was stolen the other day from the house of a person in 

Joynagore in the district of the 24-Parganas. The police was informed, and 
the as 4 Magistrate of Diamond Harbour came in person to enquire into the 

case. But none of the offenders have yet been arrested. Some ays ago one 

Navakumar Pandit of the village was found lying in a precarious condition on 

the Sadar road in front of Khan’s shop near the police station. The man had 

lain in the place the whole night, but the police had got no information of the 
occurrence, The _man died soon after and his body was sent to Alipore for 
post-mortem examination. On the application of one Lalit Gopal Mitra, of 
ver neeet a Deputy Magistrate of Alipore and a police inspector were deputed 
to hold an enquiry into the case. This murder has filled: the Jo agore people 


with terror. We hope that the authoriti ae 
this case to justice. " ree will try to bring the offenders 


ee 


4 92. The Hitakari[Kusthia] of the 11th February says that on the night Hrramant, 
Thefts in Kumarkhali in the Of the Ist February last thefts were committed in Feb. 11th, 1500, 
Nadia district. two shops in the Kumarkhali bazar in the Nadia 


) district. ‘The house of Mohini Babu, a retired Deputy Magistrate, in village 
Alangi was also broken into. Thefts and dacoities are often: committed in the 
place, but the offenders remain untraced in almost.every instance. Formerly 
there were two sub-inspectors in the Kumarkhali police station, but there is now 
only one, and he too has to spend most of his time in the mufassal. We hope 
that the authorities will kindly send an additional sub-inspector to the place. 
23. The Bharat Mitra [| Calcutta) of the 12th February learns from the Buspar worm. 

The Thagi Department on the Bengalee newspaper that the Thagi Department has _ Fob. 12th, 1900. 
Congress. prepared a confidential report ou the Indian National 
Congress. This is no doubt a very good joke. A department skilled in tracin 
thieves and dacoits has been engaged to watch the movements of educate 
men. This will bring great discredit upon the civilized British Government. 


CO OR Pe i OE TES i em iS iO Ellel—l a“ 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


24, The Charu Mihir LSet gs peers oot of the 6th February says that.the  casav Mma, 
The Joint-Magistrateof Mymen. J0int-Magistrate of Mymensingh has made the Feb. 6th, 1900. 
singh. place too hot for the people. The pleaders and 
mukhtars cannot conduct their cases properly before him for fear of being 
insulted, and this has caused much inconvenience to parties. Some of the 
’ pleaders refuse to go to his court. The Mymensingh public are anxious to 
t see him transferred. | 
25. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 8th February has the following :— Wats You 
g | : 
An Honorary Magistrate of One Sasi Bhusan Chakravarti was prosecuted Feb. 8th, 1900. 
_ Kusthia, district Nadia. before the Subdivisional Officer of Kusthia, district 
Nadia, for offering a-bribe to Meer Mahasan Ali, an Honorary Magistrate of 
’ that place, in a case pending before him. The man was convicted and 
sentenced to imprisonment, Many mysteries came to light in the course of 
the hearing of the case. The practice of offering bribes to Honorary Magis- 
trates has become contagious. ‘The other day one Sarat Chandra Rai, a mukhtar 
of Mymensingh, was convicted of a similar offence. Has it not become neces- 
sary to enquire why people so often try to bribe Honorary Magistrates? On 
the 22nd January last this Meer Mahasan Ali said in his judgment in a theft 
case that he would have inflicted a lighter punishment on the eccused if one 
of the relatives of the accused had not requested him to release the accused. It 
is for the Government to say whether he has not discredited the Bench by 
making such a remark, Why ‘do people so often try to influence the Meer 
Saheb ? 
26. The Sanjay [Faridpur] of the 9th February complains that Mr. Dé; ene 
the present District Magistrate of Faridpur, has Feb. 9th, 1900, 
discontinued the practice of sending to the local 
newspapers for publication advertisemunts of sales of estates by the collectorate. 
Mr. Dé promised to consider the matter, but it is long since he gave us that 
assurance. When is he going to fulfil his promise ? a 
27. The Viswadut [Calcutta | of the 9th February has the following:— Vw 
D . oe a 3 abot, 
: Mr. C. N. Banerji, sopety Magistrate of Feb. 9th, 1900. - 
ltt. ©. 5 st i Deputy Howrah, has been in that place for a long time, 
. It is the rule to transfer executive officers from time 
to time, and we fuil to understand why this rule has not been enforced in his 
case. Exccutive officers deem it good furtune to be transferred to a place like 
Howrah. Why should then Mr.C, N. Banerji alone enjoy this favour in 
preference to others? Executive officers are transferred because Icng residence 
in one place might make them intimate with the people, and the cause of justice 
might suffer on that account. We cannot say that Mr.C.N. Banerji has no 
friends in Howrah. ) 
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Land sale notices in Faridpur. 


(d\— E (ucation. 


28. The Mitavadi [Calcutta] of the 9th February complains that a very 
large number of candidates have been plucked in 
the last b. L. examination. So large a percentage 
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f failures must have been due to the examination not having been pro rl 
pss poy "Tt is a regret that the plucked candidates will have to need ally 


waste their time for a further period. The _— candidates, it is said, will 


apply fur a supplementary examination ; and it is to be hoped that the authori- 
ties will be kind enough to 9 wage” Aas aS : 
; me paper writes as Tollows :-— : 
re rwe sags 1 4 . Sir William Lee-Warner’s “ Citizen of India” 
Nae: ot OO “for the i8 & loyal publication. Sir William is a member 
University examinations. of the India Council, and he no doubt knows how 
lucrative a school-book is likely to prove. Having strong snd influential 
recommendation at his back and his own high position in his favour, he is now 
desirous of taking money from the Jndian people by giving them his book, 
He wants to have his book introduced as a text-book for the Entrance examin- 
ation throughout India and its vernacular translations read in all the vernacular 
schools. It need not be said that these vernacular translations also will be 
published by Messrs. Macmillan and Company. If this is done, Indian boys will 
become loyal and Mr. Lee- Warner rich. 

The book came to the Senate of the Calcutta University strongly recom- 
mended by the Government of India. But it isa matter for congratulation 
that the Senate has not accepted the proposal to introduce the book as a text-book. 
Is it not a great regret that the Fellows of the Caleutta University have fuiled to 
appreciate Mr. Lee-Warner’s disinterestedness and his eagerness to make Indian 
students loyal and law-abiding? Sir William Hunter made a fortune by the 
sale of his ‘‘ History of India.’ ‘l'hat book fetched him more than his famous 
gazetteer, Mr. Lee-Warner well knows that a fortune can be made at the 
expeuse of Indian students, but the Senate has failed to appreciate his necessity. 
But Mr. Lee-Warner need not be disappointed. With such strong recommenda-. 
tion at his back, he is sure to have his expectation fulfilled. : 

30. The same paper writes as follows with reference to Mr. Pedler’s 

circular regarding the middle English and middle 
Vernacular schoo's:— _ 

What isthe object of this circular? Js the 
Government thinking of abolishing all aided middile Englih and middle 
Vernacular schools? If such an intention is carried out, vernacular education 
will be cut atits root. ‘The Government, let us hope, have no such intention at 
present, 

F 31. Al Funch [Bankipur] of the 9th February is sorry that the 


Monghyr Zilla School is very much wanting in 
ate anyr ne See moral ba g. Very often ta it been seen that 
the students cut jokes at the expense of their school masters even in the class- 
room; but the school masters take no notice of these, and even join their 
students in the jokes. Students recite love songs in the presence of their 
teachers, but the latter do not take them to task for it. 

32, The Bangabandhku [Chandernagore] of the 10th February has the 
following :— | 
Sir William Lee-Warner, a Bombay civilian 
and a member of the India Council, has written a 
school-book called ‘‘T’he Citizen of India,” with the object of teaching the 
people of India their duties to the Government. ‘The Government requested 
the Senate to introduce it as a text-book, but they have resulved that it is not 
fit to be a text-book for a University examination. We alse do not perceive 
the necessity of introducing this book as a text-book. With the Sedition and 
the Municipal Acts hanging threateningly over their heads, the only duty of 
the Indian people is to remain dumb, to salaam all Europeans whenever they 
are come across, to present dalis at Christmas, and if a European boxes or 
beats a native to ask whether that ect had pained him, and, lastly, to allow | 
themselves to be kicked to death by booted Europeans. It is no doubt. desir- 
able to give wide publicity to these self-evident truths, but they need not be made 
the subject of University examinations. If there be other duties of the people 
than these, namely, to learn self-help, 


to foster moral ¢ | t 
of bold and impartial criticism, and to ourage and the habi 


bo form an intelligent and educated public 
opinion, can any one expect to find a full and impartial treatment of those 


duties in a book written by an official ? Sir William Lee- Warner is an old and 


Mr. Pedler’s circular relating 
to middle schools. 


“The Citizen of India” as a 
University text-book. 
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faithful servant of the Government, and is no doubt well qualified to describe 
a servant’s duties, but what experience and knowledge is he likely to have of 
the duties of a citizen of India? Mr. Kali Charan Banerji is right in saying 
that it is no part of the teaching of history to teach the people their politica | 
duties, and that the teaching of duties without the teaching of rights is one- 
sided. These objections could not be refuted, and so the book was not intro- 
duced as a text-book. me a 
33. The Praticast [Calcutta] of the 12th February has the following :— 
he Government of India requested the 
of Senate of the Calcutta University to introduce Sir 
William Lee-Warner’s “‘ Citizen of India”’ as a text- 

book for the Entrance examination. The Senate’s resolution on the book and 
the adverse comments upon the same by the Bengalee and the Indian Natton 
induced us to read it. The book seems to us to be ausefulone. If it is neces- 
sary for students to know how their country is being governed, they ought to 
read this book, It is the Government which has recommended the book, and 
its reading cannot therefore but be beneficial tothe Indian students. Instead 
of reasoning in this way, the critics of this book ought to have carefully read the 
book for themselves. 
tically how Indian villages and “towns are faring under British rule; what 
the duties of the different classes of officials are; how far the people are allowed 
to take part in the administration; how the revenue is collected and spent; 
what the principles of British rule are; how commerce and trade are faring 
under British rule; what steps are taken by the Government to improve the 
sanitation of the country ; what the responsibilities of the Britisn Government 


| Tee-Warner’s “Citizen 


Iodia.”’ 


and the British people are in the administration; and what steps are taken by. 


the Government for preventing and checking famine. The author has here 
and there spoken of the duties of the people to the Government, but has not 
also forgotten to speak of their rights. In our opinion, the reading of the book 
will give the students a clear and correct idea of the working of the adminis- 
tration, which will stand them in gvod stead in future in criticising it more 
effectually. The object of the book is briefly stated by the author himself :— 
“ Be mindful of your rights and privileges; be mindful also of your responsibi- 
lities. The future will depend largely on your actions. ” : 


3 


(e)—Local Self-government and Municipal Aduinistration. 


34. The Sanjay [Faridpur] of the 9th February complains that the 
District Board of Faridpur does not call for tenders 
for its printing works. 
local printing presses and a loss to the Board, It 
is the Chairman who is responsible for this. ‘The Vice-Chairman is opposed to 
this practice. 


A complaint against the District 
Board of Faridpur. 


(sf }— Questions affecting the Land, 


35. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 
7th February writes as follows in continuation of 
what appeared in its issue of the 24th January last 
on the subject of the Seereenes of khas mahal 

apers for 3rd February 


Grievances of  khas mahal 
tenants in the Midnapore district. 


tenants in the Midnapore district (Report on Native 
1900, paragragph 25) :— 


The book tells its readers clearly, calmly, and systema- 


This is an injustice to the. 


The fact that failure of crops in the khas mahals of the Midnapore 
district is caused by obstruction of the natural drainage of that part of the 
country and causes considerable loss and inconvenience to the raiyats is well. 
known to Government. ‘'he Drainage Committee which was appointed. 
in 1889 to enquire into this matter and suggest remedial measures stated in 
their report that the erection of cross-dams in the Baroj khal had prevented 
the discharge of water through the Kalaberia khal; that this khal and the 
Rasulpur river were the channels through which the flood-water, accumu- 
lating on an area of about 280 square miles of landlying to the west and north- 
west of the Kalinagar river, found an outlet; and that it was the inhabitants of 
this area whose coridition had become the most deplorable. With a view of 
preventing the occurrence of annual floods and providing efficient drainage, the 
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Committee proposed (1) that the cross-dams. should, as far as practicable, be 
removed ; (2: that the more important khals serving as drainage channels should 
be placed under the control «f the Public Works Department; 3) that the 
drainage channel which had been obstructed in the interest of the Haidjili canal 
should be set free; and (4, that drainage channels should be provided in certain 
laces. : 

‘ The first two proposals were approved by Government. In its letter 
No. 1776G.,.dated the 6th September 1889, to the Commissioner of Burdwan, 
the Government of Bengal wrote: “The enquiries of the Commission have 
shown very conclusively that these crossdams do much mischief, and their 
removal under the limitations proposed in the concluding part of paragraph 58 
is most advisable.” Itwenton to observe: ‘The country enelosed by the 
embankments has assumed the shape of a basin, and their general level is below 
the country outside the embankment. Consequently when breaches were 
made by the floods, the centre of the basin suffered most severely.” All this 
was written 10 or 11 years ago. The condition of the affected tracts has 
now become worse. It i appeurs from that letter that when the Lieutenant- 
Goveruor visited Midnapore, the raiyats acquainted him with their grievances, 
and that His Honour learnt on enquiry that though the officers of the Public 
Works Department hail been directed to keep the drainage channels free from 
obstruction they had neglected that duty, throwing all the blame on the 
shoulders of the local zamindars ; and that it was in consequence of that neglect 
of duty that those channels had been completely blocked. Nearly 18 
months after that time, on the 7th December 1890, the Subdivisional Offieer 
of Contai issued a notice to the raiyats, inviting an expression of their opinion 
on the proposals made by the Chief Engineer to remove the circuit embank- 
ments. Now, a removal of those embankments would have Jed to an increase 
in the v' lume of rain-water standing on the fields caused by an addition 
thereto of river water during flood tide, and thus to the submergence of the 
raiyats’ houses and huts. That they still find themselves able to somehow 
live in this part of the country is because these circuit embankments have not 
been removed. 


Sir Henry Harrison, when Secretary to the Board of Revenue, once — 
visited Contai to enquire about the cause of the default made by khas mahal. 
tenants in the payment of land revenue. Noteven the suggestions made by him 
in this connection received the attention of Government. 


Of the four remedial measures proposed by the Drainage Committee of 
1889, Government epproved only the first two, As regards proposals (3) and (4), 
the Lieutenant-Governor contented himself with saying “their remedies 
numbered III end IV, do not call for any remarks from me,” and nothing has 
as yet been done with reference tothem. And yet these remedies, II and IV,,. 
are the most important of all; and the fact that they have been overlooked is 
one of the principal causes of the raiyats’ sufferings, Government might have 
spared itself the pain of listening to the tale of their grievances if it had given 
effect to these two recommendations of the Committee. 


“That the Government is responsible for the protection of the life and 
property of the raiyats of the Ahas mahals, and has bound itself to provide 
sufficient drainage arrangements in those mahals, will clearly appear from the 
following passages extracted from the Drainage Committee’s report and from 
the notice, dated 1st December 1877, viven to the raiyats by the Sub-Deputy 
Collector in charge of the resettlement of Naruamutha pargana. The 
Committee observe in their report: ‘‘The question of financial responsibility 
may be considered from the Pr nt of view of responsibility of Government, — 
as Government is responsible forthe protection of life’and property.” The 
Committee add :— -: 7 | as 

‘‘Apart from the general responsibility of Government for the maintenance of 
embankments (under Schedule D, article 2 of 1882) and watercourses declared 
to be public, Government has a special responsibility in particular estates 
aff by the late floods, namely, in its capacity as landlord of the two 
Government estates of Jallamutha and Majnamut a, and as managing the 
Burdwan estates Painmaihe’ through the Court of Wurds, The question is, 
what is the extent of this responsibility which attaches to all landlords for the 
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maintenance of embankments and. watercourses in the affected: tracts ? . The 
post cee in its capacity as Jandlord of. its thas mahals, and managing the 
Burdwan estates, has practically. the same degree of responsibility in connection 


with prevention of floods, maintenance of embankments, and clearing of water- 


courses as the other landlords, and no more.”’ 


We are really unable to see why Government, which is fully aware of the ie 
true state of things in the thas mahals, should be.so indifferent in the matter: of Wg 
providing a remedy. It is earnestly to be hoped that the grievances of the 
khas mahals tenants will be redressed by the authorities, tes e 


(9\—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. . 


36. ‘The Sanjay [Faridpur] of the 9th February suggests that the branch Samar, 
lg fn fron Rajbari to Farid a should be extended _Feb. 9th, 1900. 
as far as the Madartala khal, which is only two 
or three miles from the Faridpur station, und that a steamer station be opened 
at the same place. This extension will not be expensive, but will remove 
public inconvenience. : ee rs | eg 

87. The Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 13th February complains of — saxcssaom, 

the management of the Ranaghat-Krishnagar Rail- _Feb. 18th, 1900. 
The Ranaghit-Krishnagar Rail- way No train is run at night, and there are 
bee only two trains during: day-time. Passengers | 
arriving at a station after the starting of the second train have to wait 15 i} 
or 16 hours, The platform at the Hijuli ghat station has been destroyed. ) 1} 

Both the male and female passengers are ferried in the same boat. This is yy 
causing no end of inconvenienve to female passengers. A | 


(h)—General. pear 


38. A correspondent writes as follows in the Sri Sri Veshnu Priya-o- ga: sa: visaxo 
Mr. Rodgers, Deputy Conser. 4”@nda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 7th Febru- ong 
vator of Forests, Darjeeling Divi- ary :— - PatRiga, — ei 
sion. It is only a year that Mr. Rodgers has come Fe». 7tb, 1909. it 
to Darjeeling, and he has earned a bad name for himself within this short time. i 
He treats his subordinates very harshly, and often fines and suspends them | 
for trivial offences. Mr. Manson, Mr. Green, and others, who were in the ae 
st before Mr. Rodgers, treated their subordinates very kindly. Instead of el) 
ill-treating their subordinates, they used most kindly to explain to them tf 
their mistakes. The result was that the subordinates were all contented, and 
tried their best to please their superiors, whom they regarded as their fathers. 
Those old rangers who have served in the department with efficiency for the 
last 20 or 22 years, and who hold excellent certificates from their superiors, 
are, in the opinion of Mr. Rodgers, a lot of incompetent men. All these 3 
officers are healthy, strong, and hardworking men, and we cannot understand | 
how Mr. Rodgers could pronounce them incompetent. It is said that Mr. si: 
Rodgers has issued a strange circular to the following effect: ‘‘ Officers 
in the department must be always in official uniform. Those who will neglect 4 
to do so will be fined half a month's salary. Pot-bellied officers in the depart- r 
ment must be worthless, and must therefore lose their posts,” Of course, it is : 
necessary for officers to be in their uniforms while executing official duties. 
But the idea that a man is bound to lose his post only because he is pot- 
bellied is preposterous! We do not know whether such a circular as this has he 
the approval of the Government, Mr. Rodgers has also done injustice to a ia 
eonfirmed senior furester by removing him from the charge of ‘the Tista ! 
Valley range and placing him under a ranger in another range as assistant 
forester. Mr. Monteath, Mr. Rodgers’ assistant, has ask Government - 
to transfer him from the division, It is said that he is not on good terms with 
Mr. Rodgers. 


39. The Sanytvant [Calcutta } of the 8th February has the following :— 


A railway grievance. 


: : : SaNJIVAN!, 
e other day we read the following in an Feb. &th, 1900. 


scidior. separ << Oe TH Enalih newspaper: ‘Two soldiers have died of. 
floor of a brick-built house in > oak te y were obliged to. lie down on the 


a port in South Africa, and were without : 
food for 10 hours, This is the cause of their disease.” This Beioyerrdli< 4 
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‘ves rise to reflection, British soldiers cannot march quickiy; they cannot 
Eien proper watch over the movemertts of the enemy ; they are not good shots ; 
these and other similar charges have been brought against them in the present 
war, The charges are not unfounded. The British Empire extends over al] 
quarters of the globe. If those who are entrusted with guarding this vast 
empire becume worthless, the empire cannot long remain safe against 
foreign invasion. India has made England rich, but it has also caused much 
deterioration of the English character. ‘The English people were not luxurious, 
India has made them so. ~~ can be a good warrior if he cannot suffer 
hardships and privatious. English soldiers, instead of being taught the vulue 
of self-control, are nowadays kept immersed in luxury, Enter a barrack, and 

ou will find luxury in every form and variety provided for British soldiers, 
They have at their command baburchis, khansamas, a gt ullers, shoeblacks, 
washermen, wines, four regular meals a day, soap, brush, &c.—everything, in 
short, requisite for luxurious living. It is also said that the umbrella is held 
over the head of the British soldier in India when at target practice for fear, 
perhaps, lest he should suffer from excessive heat. Of old, the Spartans trained 
their soldiers in a very different style. They taught their soldiers to bear all 
sorts of privation. Rana Pratap Singh, the glory of Kajputana, did not feel the 
slightest inconvenience when he lived on the leaves of trees, Naked hill-tops 
served him for a bed. The Mahratta soldier never took thought for his food 
and bedding. He slept with comfort on the open groun], and never required 
tents to sleep in. The Sikh soldier of the present day can fight without food 
for a whole day. Heroism and luxury conflict with each other. In our opi- 
nion, the best way to make the English soldier hardy is to keep him at a distance’ 
from all luxuries. It is said that besides tents and other necessary things, a 
large number of mirrors, brushes, soaps, and other articles of luxury have been 
sent for the British soldiers serving in South Africa. Are these among the 
equipments of war? 

40. A correspondent of the Basumati (Calcutta) of the &th February, 
2 writing from Kadihati in the 24-parganas district, . 

Bn, meas in the 24-Par- complains that at 9 a.M. on the 24th January last 
: a bullet from the target-ground struck a lad of 
Matgaon, who was working on his field, and killed him instantly. This is not 
the first incident of its kind. The Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerji drew 
Government’s attention to the grievances of the villagers in this respect. But 
the practice of shooting near vi'lages has not been discontinued. The present: 
kind-hearted Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is implored to take pity on the 
villagers and save them from the danger of such accidents. 

41. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 9th February has the following :— 

The residents of Calcutta have no knowl 

ee ae of ie existence of the plague, except in the official 
reports. ‘lhere is no plague, but people have still 
to suffer from plague oppression. The following letter from a correspondent 
speaks for itself :— : 
On the 9th August last a European plague officer, with four coolies, 
appeared in front of the house No. 73, Munsatala lane, in ward No. 25, and 
began to call aloud for the inmates of the house. It was noon, and no male 
inmate of the house was present. The call was therefore not at first responded 
to. A little while after a girl came out, but seeing the European officer took 
to her heels. An elderly woman then came towards the door, but seeing the 
European officer did not speak. The European officer asked the woman to 
open the door. The woman was, therefore, compelled to ask why. This 
offended the Europoan officer, but he explained that he had come to disinfect 
the room in which afemale inmate of the house had died of plague. The 
woman replied that no one had died of plague in that house. This enraged the 

European officer. He forcibly broke open the door, and the woman fled 

and lccked herself up in a room. He then asked whether any woman 

belonging to the house had or had not died. The reply was in the affirm- 
ative. He called for the key of that woman’s room, but was told that the 
key was with her husband, who was away. This still more enraged the 

European officer, and he began to threaten and abuse the women, who in fear 

eried aloud. Their cry drew a large crowd, who asked the European officer 
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. what the matter was, and this only led him to rant and bluster and abuse the 
it crowd. _ At this time the owner of the house came and handed over the key to 
1] the plague officer who had the room disinfected and went away. / 
st | Let me make the matter a little more clear. I have rented a portion of 
st the house. The oppression complained of was committed upon the members 1 
h of my family. There is a common passage to both portions of the house and a : 
3 separate passage to the owner’s own portion. The plague officer entered into the a 
a house through this common we and needlessly annoyed the inmates of my Be. 
o portion of the house in which no death had taken place. Moreover, the alleged | 
d death from plague in the house was a myth. No death had taken place in the | | 
: house. The wife of the owner of the house had died after suffering from fever 
4 and diarrhea for four or fiye months, but not in this house. She had died 
i in her father’s house, No. 73, Ram Kamal Mukherji’s street. Will not the 
id authorities enquire into the matter ? oa - 
, The correspondent applied to the Municipality for an a into the 
d matter. On the 25th August he received the following reply to his 
1] application :— : é 
e ‘ With reference to your letter dated the 14th instant, complaining agains 
8 Mr. Ellis and his staff for entering your house for the purpose of disinfecting 
d it, I am desired by the Chairman to inform you that the case has been fully 
d enquired into, and it appears that you have been misinformed.” 
d The correspondent next applied for a copy of the report of the enquiry 
i- which is said to have been made into the matter. ‘To this application the 
0 following reply was granted :— 
a ‘‘With reference to your letter dated the lst instant, I am desired to 
n inform you that the Chairman regrets that he is unable to send you a copy of f 
16 the report. The case was investigated by Dr. Justice.” li 
Is this the proper method of making an enquiry? It is hoped that the H 
7, Lieutenant-Governor will pay his attention to this case, Thanks to his kind- i 
is ness, the people of Bengal have not had to feel the rigour of the plague rules. It : a 
st is hoped that he will not encourage such oppression Let him enquire whether 
of there was any plague case or any death from plague in the house. If it-is true 
ot that the plague officer entered into the zanana of a Hindu home and caused 
w such oppression, the grievance should be redressed 
at 42. With reference to the notification prohibiting the sale of tickets Hiravapr, 
it: i ue aa to intending pilgrims to Baidyanath during the — Feb. 9th, 1900. 
10 ratri festival in Deoghar. = Maghipurnima and Sivaratri festivals, the same 
p*per complains that the order is a little too severe. 
It is doubtful whether there is any plague in Calcutta, and the Lieutenant- 
re Governor might easily please the illiterate people by slackening the plague 
al. rules. Intending pilgrims could be more gently dissuaded from attending 
I the fa‘rs. 
it : 
: III.—LeaIs.atrve, 
3 43. The Sre Sri Vishnu Priyc-»-Ananda Bazar Patrika [ Calcutta ] Cie * oo 
‘6 Naha ceil ines Bien 7th Februar has the following with reference to = ANanpa Bazan 
d Bill. ' the ‘Telegraphic Press Messages Bill:— ‘ hi a ts 
We have not as yet been able to see ar piety 
k : oe — a of any | 
necessity for passing this Bill. If it is the desire of Government to prevent 
“ others from profiting by inserting in their popere foreign telegrams procured 
c at other people 8 cost, 1t ought also to make a similar law in respect of Indian 
telegrams. It is the editors of newspapers who asarule procure foreign 
at telegrams; and it is true that the editors of native newspapers often copy them 
18 into their papers. But this does not in the least affect the English newspapers. 
‘ There are few men in this country who can subscribe for the Pioneer or the 
Englishman, ‘The Pioneer is making vigorous attempts to get this Bill passed. But 
D it will not gain anything by the passing of it. ‘The Englishman and the Indian 
A- Daily News have obj ections to the passing of the Bill in its present form. There 
: may be some dailies in India which can spend Rs. 400 to Rs. 500 monthly in order 
to procure foreign telegrams, but this is not possible for the English or Bengali 
a] weeklies. These Bengali weeklies are not in competition with the English 
ar dailies. We therefore do not understand why they also have been made to 
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come under the measure. If anybody suffers at present, it is Reuter & Com- 
anv. If the Government has to paes laws for the benefit of private indivi- 
das 3, no amount of law-making will serve the purpose. 

44. The Sanjivani (Calcutta) of the 8th February has the following with 

reference to the Telegraphic Press Messages Bill :— 

We cannot but adversely criticise the polic 

adopted by the Government in regard to this Bill. 
The Government is setae oer in the way of the spread of knowledgeat 
the request of the Pioneer and Reuter & me ayy and it is supporting a monopoly 
for their benefit. This does not speak well for the Government. We subscribe to 
the Pioneer for the sake of its news and not for anything else. The Government 
new says ‘ You shall not insert in your papers-‘news from the Pioneer.” Why 
does the Government interfere with free frade? Why is the Government so 
much anxious to benefit private individuals ? Trade will suffer very much by 
the passing of this Bill, Jute is exported to Dundee from India Suppose a 
mahajan comes to know that jute is selling at Rs. 4in Dundee. If the Bill is 
passed, nobody will be able to publish this news within 60 hours, and jute worth 
60 lakhs of rupees may be sold by that time. The buyer, if ignorant of the 
price prevailing at the Dundee market, may pay a higher price for the jute and 
thus become bankrupt. Is it right for Lord Curzon to pass a measure which 
will cause a great deal of harm to the country in order to benefit two private 
individuals ? 

45. The Basumait [Calcutta] of the 8th February says that the 

| Telegraphic Press Messages Bill will not much 

Bill.” Telegraphic Pross Messages afroct the native week papers, The only objec- 

| tion which these weeklies had against the measure 

has been removed by the Select Committee. ‘he Maharaja of Darbhanga 

rightly said that papers like the Pioneer need fear no competition whatever 

from native papers like the Bangavast. The object of the Lillis to compel the 

press to maintain its honesty in the midst of trade competition. The Bill will 
neither benefit nor injure the Native Press, 

46. The Hilarasi [Calcutta] of the 9th February has the following :— 

tis ctceniabits tase All Indian newspapers, with the exception of 
Bil. .sCthe Pioneer, have, directly or indirectly, protested 
| against the Telegraphic l’ress Messages Bill. To tell 
the truth, no member of the Levislative Council has been able to show sufficient 
reasons for passing the Bill. Mr. P. Mehta and the Maharaja of Darbhanga 
have objected to the proposed measure, and with good reason. The Pioneer 
is aeeney supporting the Bill, but the Bill is not likely to do that paper 
any good. | 
: The amendments introduced by the Select Committee have only made 
confusion worse confounded. If the preservation of copyright in news is at all 
necessary, it isso in England. But ifin England no necessity for any such 
law has been felt, why this eagerness to pass the proposed measure? The 
authorities have not been able to answer this question, 

The Bill provides for the punishment of any infringement of copyright, 
but it containg no provision relating to compensation. ‘This means that the 
infringement of copyright in press messages does not cause any loss, and 
therefore no compensation need be provided for. The proposed measure is 
intended to remedy an imaginary evil in a fanciful manner, 

We could have believed that the existing state of things was prejudicial 
to the interests of the Anglo-Indian newspapers who have to incur a good. deal 
of expenditure iu procuring news and telegrams, if the copying of these news 
and telegrams by the native papers had led to a diminution in the number 
of subscribers of such papers asthe Pioneer and the Enqlishman. But that 
is not the case, and we fail to see the necessity or usefulness of the proposed. 
measure, | 

Every law is more or less complicated, but in the measure in question 
hopeless con plications have been made. As it is, the proposed measure 18 
rons sent yee rise to legal uncertainties and leyal disputes. We fail to 
understand whether the proposel mesure isa riddle or a legal enactment. 


We do not also know why the wise members of Tats . 
wasted so much time oil this measure, 7 sagialat ve Council have 
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In the: opinion of the Pioneer the proposed measure will do no harm to the 
native Penalty This may be true, but what good will it do the ‘ Anglo- Indian 
newspapers ? What is the use of passing such an unnecessary measure ? | 

47. Referring to the Telegraphic Press Messuges Bill, the Bharat Mitra 
[Calcutta | of the 12th February writes as follows :— 

The Bill will "gee pass, but for what pur- 
pose is not known. Imost all Anglo-Indiau 
dailies can afford to pay for foreign telegrams, It is only the native dailies 
that have to copy them. ‘lhe subscribers of the native dailies are too poor to 
buy the high-priced Anglo-Indian dailies. The proposed measure will not in 
any way benefit either the Anglo-Indian papers or Reuter’s Agency. It 1s 
only the readers of native papers who will be the losers. They will have to 
remain in darkness in respect of foreign matters. 


48. With reference tothe Assam Labour and Emigration Bill, the same 
aper says that the British people sre known to 
_ The Assam Labour and Emigra- have abolished slave trade from the world, but. the 
weilhnes merit gained by them by doing that benevolant act 
will be more than counterbalanced by the sin which the existing cooly law has 
entailed. It has become highly necessary to improve this state of things. 
Cooly-recruiting abuses are loudly crying for redress, and they cannot be put 
down too soon. 


the Telegraphic Press Messages 
Rill. 


V.— Prospects oF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


49. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the bth February has the follow- 
ing :— 

a Even in the midst of their excitement over 
the war in South Africa, the English nation have 
not forgotten their duties and responsibilities in regard to their Indian Empire. 
What sin have the British committed that famine, plague and war, the three 
svourges, are simultaneously threatening the British Empire? But the British 
people have remained calm and collected even under such dangers. At the 
instance of the editor of the Zimes, the Lord Mayor of London has decided 
to open a fund for the relief of the famine-stricken people in India. During 
the famine of 1896-97 the English people saved the lives of many Indian 
people by their opportune help. But the case is different now. The English 
people being themselves in great danger, the Indians had not dared to ask 
tnem to come to their relief. Even Lord Curzon ‘had said that this time India 
would have to depend on her own resources. The Indians will, therefore, 
remain grateful to the editor of the Times and the Lord Mayor for their 
unsolicited help. ‘This act of kindness will shorten the distance between the 
two countries, and will go to strengthen the foundations of the empire. Out 
of - cometh good, India will never forget this magnanimity of the English 
people 

50. The Srt Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patria [Calcutta] of the 

; . 7th February has the f. llowing:— 
Bd Bs ogy pore Me England is now at the head of all the Powers 
in the world. Though she is now engaged in a 
bloody war, though she is in anxiety for thousands of her bravest sons, and 
though she must spend money like water in order to prosecute the war, aiill 
she has not forgotten India. When the English public heard of the famine 


The English people in_ the 
Indian famine. 


in letters from generous Englishmen in India, they forgot for the time being © 


their anxieties and sorrows and became anxious for India. When we were 
engaged in raising subscriptions for the destitute families of the soldiers killed 
and wounded in the war in order to show our loyalty in our faint and feeble 
way. the high-minded English public were devising means for raising subscrip- 
tions to alleviate the sufferings of the Indian people. 

The writer gives translations from English newspapers to show how their 
editors are feeling for the Indian people in their distress. 

d1. The Basumati Le of the 8th February has the following :— 

) amine seems to have becume an every-day 

occurrence in India. In 1866, when the Oris-a 
famine occurred, we were under the impression that drought and failure of 
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occurred in India every 20 years. But when a famine again appeared 
in Madras im 187 6-77, we had 4 alternative but to conclude that famines 
occur in India every 10 years. Then occurred the Bengal famine of 1883-84, 
and that led us to expect famines every five years. After that year famines 
of small extent occurred in different places almost every year till the great 
famine of 1897 broke out. After the famine of 1897 was over, we thought 
that we should be spared another visitation for 10 years, But alas! the terrible 
distress, of which symptoms have been seen since June last, has already affected 
75 per cent. of the Indian population. We are therefore now firmly con- 
vinced that famine will henceforward be a permanent factor in Indian life. 


Relief-seekers.—Now, who are those that come to the relief works when 
famine breaks out? ‘Three classes of people come to the relief works at three 
different stages of distress. ‘The first to come are the day-labourers, who are 
landless and in many cases homeless. Their only means of livelihood is the 
wages they earn, and as they fail to get work as soon as prices go up, or if 
they get work are paid very poorly for doing it, they are obliged to come 
to the relief works as soon as they feel the smallest pinch. When distress 
becomes severer, the bhault raiyats, that is the ralyats who possess no land of 
their own, but cultivate land belonging to others in return for a small share of 
the produce, feel pinched, sell off their ploughs and plough-cattle, the only 

roperty they can call their own, and seek their livelihood on the relief works, 
hen distress becomes still more severe, the meek and patient Indian raiyat, 
who has consumed his seed-grains and pawned every article of household 
furniture he had, throws off his sense of honour and forgets his social position, 


and with a heavy heart he takes himself, feeble and emaciated in body, to the 
relief works. 


Soctety and the day-labourer.—For some cause, which need not be enquired 
into at present, the number of day-labourers has been of late years vastly 
increasing everywhere in India. About a year ago the condition of this land- 
less class engaged the attention of the Pioneer newspaper, which wrote a number 
of articles on the subject. The rules and regulations of Hindu society and of 
the village community were framed when agriculture was the principal occupa- 
tion of the people. The organising power of those rules and regulations has 
become weaker in a community which contains within it a large landless 
labouring population. This population, which lives on daily wages, does not - 
care much for society or its obligations, and society, in return, refuses to admit 
that it has a duty towards such a population. So, Lord Curzon’s statements 
that ‘natural and social obligations exist, which, if only discharged, should pre- 
vent many persons from needing such relief,” and that “it is desirable that these 
obligations should not be kmpeired,” are not applicable to any place in India 
now. Those obligations, alas! have already been destroyed. And as the result 
of their destruction, the labouring classes are the first to feel the pinch of 
distress. Not amenable to social control, they do not care for respectability or 
social position. They have, therefore, no protector but the Government. Any 


stringency in the distribution of relief will tell severely on these people, and 
involve the Government in sin. 


The condition of the raiyst.i—The raiyat nowadays can make no saving, 
Modein conditions of life and the present system of government are both 
unfavourable to his making any savings. He comes to relief works, but not 
till he has lost everything he possessed. Husband, wife, son, and daughter all 
work together on relief works hoping by hard living to save enough, not for 
buying plough and cattle or straw for thatching the hut or seed-grain for the 
next sowing, at least for buying a brass water-pot. If they make any savings, 
they do so with this and no other object in view. If the Viceroy puts a check 
upon this, it must be said that his rules are harsh and stringent rules. We are 
sorry that what we have said has made His Excellency angry. But we told 
no he; we said what we have seen and what we know to be true. 


52. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 9th February has the following :— 


) Knegelish wri . ; : 

Oppression by « famine relief 7 g writers are in the habit of condemn 
officer. F 
in 


the ancient Indian systems of punishment as 
uman and barbarous. 


No long ago a writer in 
Indian systems of punishm - Be. 


the Times of India condemned ent, and spoke eloquently 
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in favour of the civilised system of punishment obtaining under British rule. 
Let this writer read and ponder over the followimg :— | . : 

A famine relief officer has turned out a labourer on relief works for a 
trivial fault, after subjecting him to a barbarous punishment. The poor man 
was first slapped, then his face was painted black and white, he was then: 
pinioned and compelled to do obeisance to a Chamar. He was then compelled 
to drink water given by a Chandal, and made to pass through the Chandal’s 
legs, Lastly, the poor man was made to go round the relief camp with a crowd 
of boys ordered to follow him beating drums. Another day a poor woman com- 
mitted some trivial offence. For this old shocs were tied to her bair, and 
garlands of old shoes and onions tied round her neck. She was then made to. 
go round the camp with music following at her heels, : 

It is impossible to believe all this, and it is hoped that these allegations 
against the famine officer will prove baseless. But if there be any truth in 
these allegations, the authorities ought to make on enquiry into the matter, and 
remove the grievances of the labourers on relief works. To treat these help- 
less men and women whom hunger has driven out of their homes to the relief 
works in this barbarous way is the height of cruelty and heartlessness. 

58. Tie Bharat Mitra [Calcutta | of the 12th February is glad that, at the Basnar Mrraa, 
instance of Lord Curzon, meetings are going to be _Feb. 12th, 1900. 
held simultaneously in Londen and Calcutta in 
order to collect subscriptions for the relief of the famine-stricken. It is a 
matter of gratification that as the Indians are showing unparalleled loyalty 
to the Queen by paying subscriptions to the Transvaal War fund in spite of 
the famine that is upon them, so the English people are showing heartfelt 
sympathy with the famine-stricken people of India by raising a fund for 
their relief in spite of their being hampered by the Transvaal War. Thanks to 
Lord Curzon for the manner in which he is trying to avert the calamity, 
thirty lakhs of famine-stricken people are already receiving relief. India is 
in great distress, and every kind-hearted man ought to contribute to the 
Indian Famine Relief Fund. 
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England in the famine. 


VI.— MIscELLANEOUS. 


54. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 8th February says that the illustrated 
ca article on the ‘own Hall meeting for a Transvaal 
i the War fund, which appeared in the Prativasi news- 
own fall meeting. ° 
paper of the 29th January last (Report on Native 
Papers for 3rd February, paragraph 5) was written in a sweet and charm- 
ing style, and has been much admired by the public. But for some reason 
the article has given offence in a certain quarter. ‘The Prativasi ought to know 
that in a country like India, where there is no lack of envious men and fault- 
— one not writing with prudence and discretion is likely to bring himself 
into danger. | | 
55. The Hindt Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 12th February is glad that 
Cutt dlamiiies oh Manatee’. through the influence of the local authorities a 
compromise has been effected between the Hindus 
of Akmedabad and the hids merchants, who were slaughtering cattle for the 
purpose of taking their skins. . 
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Urrya PApers. 


56. Tho Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 24th January regrets  _Uarva amp 
ee to notice that the officers working under the Prag eggs 
corner streets in Balasore Balasore Municipality do not pay proper attention an. 24th, 1900. 
eae to the repair of the Rajakotha and a few other 
streets of that town that are in a deplorable condition. So 
57. The same paper draws the attention of the cultivating classes in the |, Usrra am 


Balasore district to the cultivation of potato, and —" 


on rotate and sugarcane cultivation Observes that they may follow the example of 


their brethren in Cuttack, who have taken to 
potato largely year by year. The writer is of opinion that potato cultivation 
should be more extensive than it is at present in the Orissa division. The 
fame paper is. sorry to notice that the cultivation of sugarcane is as 
bad, the cultivators not knowing to manufacture sugar properly. | 
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me r regrets to learn from the Advocate of India that the 
_ —— Maharaja Holkar is not on good terms with the 
The Mahsraja Holker. — British Resident in his State, and hopes that the 
Government of India will manage the Prince judiciously but firmly, showing 
at the same time proper consideration to local prejudices and feelings. 
59, Referring to the South African war, all the native papers of Orissa 
assume @ loyal attitude, and wish euccess to the 
The Uriya papers on the Trans- British arms at an early date. They feel that 
— the costs of the war will prove injurious to the 
interests of India, which is now visited by a terrible famine, as the English 
nation will not be in a position to help the Indians in the way they would have 
done had there been no wer. 
60. Referring to a ruling of the Calcutta High Court that the Collector 
of the Cuttack district was not responsible for the 
The High Court ruling about neglect shown by the Bhadrak post office in the 
omg of revenue by money: Balasore district in remitting the revenue pay- 
able by Babu Ganga Prasad Patnaik, of the Cuttack 
district, by revenue money-order, in consequence of which his property was 
sold by the Cuttack Collector under the sale law, the Uriya and Navasamvad 
[Balasore] of the 24th January observes that the ruling is a hard one, and 
must tell fearfully upon the petty landlords of Orissa, aid that something 
ought to be done to mitigate the awful consequences that must flow from such 
a state of things. , 
61. The Sambalpur Hitaishint |Bamra] of the 10th January is sorry to 
, learn that about 15 kine were killed by a train 
The Bengal-Nagpur Railway. between the Kustad and Anada stations of the 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway, and that passengers are put to great inconvenience 
by the irregular way in which the trains are running. The writer hopes that 
the railway authorities will look after these matters, and that Government 
will see that the railway authorities do their duty properly. 
62. The Samvadvahika rage cage of the 25th January regrets to observe 
that the railway officials in charge of the Orissa 
branch of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway do not look 
after the convenience of the Uriya 3rd _ class 
passengers, most of whom are simple, poor, timid, unaccustomed to rail 
travelling, and ignorant of the railway rules. The writer saw a large number 
of such passengers uunecessarily detained at the Jallesore station, not knowing 
how to get into the carriages, no railway offcial helping them in the matter. 
As a consequence of their ignorance, the aforesaid passengers were on the 
other hand ill-used by the subordinates of the Railway Department. Such a 
state of things must not be allowed to continue. 
63. The death of Babu Nadiachand Dutt, late Deputy Magistrate of 


Khurda in Pun, is mourned by. all the native 
ee Deputy Magistrate of paners of Orissa, He was a dutiful and quiet man, 
who. by industry and perseverance had gone up 

from the humble position of a clerk to that of a Deputy Collector. 
64. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 3rd February regrets to learn that 


Th R the candidates who went up to the last M. A. and 
Ph ge A gg in the B. L. examinations from the Ravenshaw College, 
Cuttack, were all plucked. The writer hopes that 

the college will be able to show better results next year, 
65. In giving details of a theft case in mauza Jamra, thana Salepur, 
tee al i district Cuttack, the same paper states how the 
case Misconduct in a theft head constable of Salepur thaua, aided” by the 
local dafadar and chowkidar, threatened to drag out 
the ladies of the family of the eccused on a flimsy ground, thereby black- 
mailing both the accused and the complainant at the same time. The. writer 


hopes that the District Superintendent of Police and the District Magistrate 
of Cuttack will attend to this case of police oppression. 


66. The same paper regrets to learn that two men were killed at Rasole 


Man-esters in Dhenkana), by a tiger, while the students of the boarding 
institution at Dhenkanal are in constant dread of 


such animals. The writer hopes that the authorities will take immediate steps 
to kill man-eaters, 


Treatment of 8rd class Uriya 
passengers by the railway people. 
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Assam PAPERS. 


67. The Paridarsak anes of the 1st February has the following :— _ 
, ; f the four Deputy Inspectors of Schools in 
A Moog = inspectorship +14 Assam Educational Service, one only is a native 
ieovsan ; of Sylhet, and the rest hail from the Brahmaputra 
valley district. The post of Deputy Inspector of Schools, Lakshmipur, 
has fallen vacant, and some graduates of Sylhet have come forward as applicants. 
Our Chief Commissioner is desirous of giving high posts to the educated 
men of the province; and he also wishes that posts in the gift of Govern- 
ment should be equally shared by the people of the Surma and Brahmaputra 
valley districts, We hope therefore that the vacant post will be given to a 
competent Sylhet man, 
68. The same paper has the following :— 
| s Pekin Sei Mr. Booth, Director of Public Instruction, 
oi : 6 aueiree- Assam, is a fickle-minded man. It is a regret that 
during the regimé of a popular and high-minded 
ruler like Mr. Cotton, Assam should have such a fickle-minded man at the head 
of its Education Department. Mr. Cotton is always anxious to iraprove the 
condition of the people under his charge, but Mr. Booth is always indifferent 
about them, Some three me ago Mr. Booth was once invited to inspect the 
Baniachunga public school. He came to the school and examined the boys. 
Probably all the boys did not answer his questions satisfactorily. This so 
much enraged him that he called the teachers of the school incompetent in his 
remarks in the visitors’ book without caring to enquire whether the boys or the 
teachers were to blame for the wrong answers returned to his questions. 
Before he entered the school premises he is said -to have remarked that an 
Entrance school could not work in a place where there was no dak bungalow 
for sahibs. When leaving he remarked: ‘ Your school will not be affiliated 
in half acentury.” The school authorities thought that Mr. Booth would 
perhaps be satisfied if there were an increase in the number of boys, and they 
changed the teaching staff, After this change the school authorities telegraph- 
ed to Mr. Booth, enquiring when he would again inspect the school. The 
answer they received was ‘‘ When it will be convenient.” The school autho- 
rities waited patiently till Mr. Booth came to Sylhet in December last, when 
they expected an inspection. The Director told the Deputy Inspector that he 
had a mind to inspect the Baniachunga school, and the Deputy Inspector 
intimated the fact to the school authorities. But when Mr. Booth came to 
know of this, he remonstrated with the Deputy ‘Inspector for having sent 
previous intimation, because, he said, his object was to visit the school 
unawares. ‘‘ However,” said Mr. Booth, ‘I will go to Baniachunga.” But he 
did not go. If Mr. Cotton had not been our ruler, Mr. Booth would have caused 
great harm to the cause of education in the province. It must be admitted that 
the province where a high school can be established by local effort and with- 
out any help from the Government is not backward in education. 1t is much 
to be regretted that a well-conducted school is not being affiliated fur a whim, 
The school authorities, though baffled in their attempt to have their school 


affiliated, are still mavaging it with the greatest zeal. Will not Mr. Cotton 
come to our aid at this critical moment? 


69. ‘The same paper has the following :— 
Proposed removal of the Sylhet Mr, Cottun has expressed a wish to have the 
Zonas sourt Hom ie prone Sylhet Judge’s court removed from its present site 


to a place near the Deputy Commissioner’s office. 
But the place where the Deputy Canatelanes office is at present located has 


been declared unsafe by the Secretary to the Government of India in the 
Public Works Department on account of frequent earthquakes, and the Deput 

Commissioner’s office will be soon removed toa safer place. Why is Mr. Co‘ton 
anxious to remove the Judge’s court to a place which on account of its unsafe 


nature will be soon left by the Deputy Commissioner’s office which alread 
stands there? We advise the Government to take the advice of a geological 
expert before removing the Judge’s court from its present site. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, Bengals Tr peaner ° 


The 17th February, 1900, 
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